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was brought up under his father's eye, who gave him just learning enough to enable him to keep his accounts; 'but made him withal very expert in country business, such as ploughing, sowing, buying, selling, and the like.     They are both very sober  men, neither  of their   persons  is disagreeable, nor  did   I   know  which   to   prefer till   I had heard them discourse;   when  the  conversation of Philander so much prevailed, as to give him the advantage, with me, in all other respects.    My mother pleads strongly for Silvius, and uses these arguments, that he not only has the larger estate at present, but by his good husbandry and management increases it daily; that his little knowledge in other affairs will make him easy and, tractable; whereas (according to her) men of letters know too much to make good husbands.    To part of this I imagine I answer effectually, by saying, Philanders estate is large enough ; that they who think ^2000 a year sufficient, make  no  difference   between  that and   three.    I easily believe him less  conversant  in  those affairs, the knowledge of which she so much commends in Silvius; but I think them neither so necessary or becoming in a gentleman as the accomplishments of Philander.    It is no great character of a man to say, he rides in his coach and six, and understands as much as he who follows his plough.    Add to this, that the conversation of these sort of men seems so disagreeable to me, that though they may make good bailiffs, I can hardly be persuaded they can be good companions.    It is possible I may seem to have odd notions, when I say I am not fond of a man only for being of (what is called) a thriving temper.    To conclude, I own I am at a loss to conceive how good sense should make a man an ill husband, or conversing with books less complaisant.
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